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Statement on the Death of John
Britton and James Barrett
July 29, 1994

I strongly condemn the senseless shootings
today which abruptly ended the lives of two
men and seriously wounded a third in Pensa-
cola, Florida.

The safety, freedom, and protection of all
our citizens is paramount in guaranteeing the
health and vitality of our Nation. I am strong-
ly committed to ending this form of domestic
terrorism that threatens the fabric of our
country. I encourage a quick and thorough
investigation into this tragic incident as the
local officials work closely with the resources
of the Federal law enforcement community.

Hillary and I extend our deepest sympathy
to the friends and family of Dr. John Britton
and Mr. James Barrett on their tragic loss
today, and I speak for all Americans in ex-
pressing my hope for a full and complete re-
covery for Mrs. June Barrett.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 6710—National
Scleroderma Awareness Month, 1994
July 29, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Literally meaning ‘‘hard skin,’’

scleroderma is a chronic disease that thickens
and attaches the skin to underlying struc-
tures. Its cause is unknown.

Scleroderma strikes individuals of every
age, sex, and ethnic background, although
women between the ages of 25 and 55 are
four times more likely to be afflicted. It is
a painful and sometimes progressive disorder
of the connective tissue that can cause dis-
ability, disfigurement, and even death. Its im-
pact, in terms of both physical and emotional
suffering, is enormous.

In patients with scleroderma, there is an
excess production of collagen, the main fi-
brous component of connective tissue. As a
result, the formation of dense, compact tissue
causes the skin to lose its elasticity.

Scleroderma is also a disease of the vascular
and immune systems and can impair internal
organs, such as the kidneys, lungs, heart, and
gastrointestinal tract.

New biomedical research findings and in-
novative approaches to diagnosis and treat-
ment are essential in fighting against this
multifaceted disorder. The Federal Govern-
ment and private voluntary organizations are
working together to increase both public
awareness of and research on scleroderma.
Their objective is to discover the cause of
this devastating disease and to develop effec-
tive ways to prevent, treat, and cure it.

I applaud all those who are working to
bring public attention to this disabling illness,
those who are aiding its victims, and those
who are researching its complex nature.

The Congress, by Public Law 103–92, has
designated the month of August 1994 as ‘‘Na-
tional Scleroderma Awareness Month’’ and
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this
month.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the month of August
1994 as National Scleroderma Awareness
Month. I urge all Government agencies and
the people of the United States, as well as
educational, philanthropic, scientific, medi-
cal, and health care organizations and profes-
sionals, to participate in appropriate activities
to encourage greater awareness of
scleroderma and further research into its
cause and cure.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of July, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:14 p.m., August 2, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 4. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.
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